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HE Four Season

Company, owned by

managing director Charles

(Chick) Olsson, hasbeen
supplying animal nutrition
productsacrossAustraliasince
1997.

“Tens of thousands of tons of
supplementsare used annually
inthenorth of Australia,” Mr
Olsson said.

“There have been great
improvementsin breeder
survival but the opportunity
still existsto boost breeder
reproductivity, with the north
reporting an average of 65
percent calving in normal
years.

“Every year thenorth
experiencesavirtual drought
from July to December anditisa
testament to the quality of the
northern beef herd and the
farmerswho produce beef
despitethese challenges every
year.

“Feeding high-urea
supplementshasseena
reduction in breeder mortality
but, asageneral rule, hasdone
littlein actually increasing
calving rates.

“Historically, such feeding
strategiesare only implemented
towardstheend of thedry
season.”

Intheearly 1980s, Chick
Olsson, in conjunction with the
Desa Cattle company inthe
Northern Territory, embarked on
an early dry season
supplementation program on

Camfield and Montgjinni
stations.

A program of supplements
was sel ected based on major
known deficiencies, utilisinga
balanced nutrient and safer low-
urea supplementation product .

The product wasfed out from
July to November to all breeding
Cows.

Mr Olsson explained that,
rather than wait until cows had
lost condition at the end of the
dry season, astrategy was
adopted to try and keep cowsin
best condition for aslong as
possible.

“After thisstrategic
supplementation began, calving
ratesfor the succeeding years
roseto levelsabove 80pc every
year.

“During 2011 many northern
cattlemen have expressed the
intention to look at improving
calving rates, asalong-term
average.

“Four Season and MDH have
both recognised that, although
30pc ureasupplementsplay a
big partin helping animals
through thedriest part of the
year, there exist opportunitiesto
addressimproved methods of
supplementation that are
specifically for boosting calf
survival ratesand general cow
health.

‘Intrying to make products
safe, increasing hardness or
bitterness has been counter-
productiveintimesof high
nutrient need.”

James Dickson (left), Four Season with Dr Ed Butterworth, from North West Vet C|IﬂIC Mt Isa, discussing the deficiencies in Northern
Queensland.

Four Season national sales
manager James Dickson has
been working closely withMDH
staff and owner Zanda
McDonaldin researching and
devel oping arange of new-age
supplementsaimed at producing
the desired outcome of ahigher
calf survival rate.

For the past six months ,a
range of supplementshashbeen
produced and tested along with
grasssamplestoidentify any
extramajor or minor
deficiencies.

“It seemsimpossiblethat one

product canfit al pasturetypes
and it isbecoming obviousthat
two or three types of
supplementswill haveto befed
out at the sametimeand
throughout the season,” Mr
Dickson said.

“For instance, one of the
productsthat was highly
consumed by cattleinthetrial
were high-sulphur and
phosphorus blocks, based with
bypass protein and no urea.

“Althoughitisearly days,

Four Season hasmade a
commitment to MDH to work
closely onimproving correct
supplementation, identifying
seasonal and grass deficiencies
and ensuring that cattleare
receiving what they need, when
they needit.

“Thedaysof just producing a
one off-the-shelf block are over,
with major pastoral companies
demanding appropriate effective
supplementation strategiesand
in-paddock service, plustesting,
to ensuretheir budgetsare not

expecting
to see some
fairly handy
improvements in
calving over the
coming years.

wasted but areinvested in herd
health and high productivity.

“It really doesn’t cost any
more to supplement correctly,
just someeffort to ensureit’'s
done properly.”

Chick Olssonworksonthe
philosophy that it doesn’t realy
matter what youdoinlife, it's
how youdoit.

“We are expecting to see
somefairly handy improvements
in calving over the coming years
and some measurable cost
benefitsindoing so,” hesaid.

“What agreat jobitistomix
with thewonderful people of the
north. Thereisno better jobin
theworld!”

@ For more information about Four Season

Company call (07) 3803 3755 or go to
www.fourseasonco.com.au
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